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FIRST CHURCH CONNECTION      

First Congregational UCC of Onekama,        

4920 Spring St. PO Box 307 Onekama, MI. 49675                                                                                   
Church Phone 231-889-4081                                                                                                               
e-mail appledumplingchurch@yahoo.com                                                                                   
Rev. Alison Andrea Young at 802-829-3211 or 
ajacobs.4818@gmail.com                             

December 2025 

Pastoral Ponderings  

 Here at the First Congregational UCC we know who Santa Claus is! We even know who his wife, Mrs. 

Santa Claus, is! We are so fortunate. Don’t forget to go down for a visit with them on Saturday, December 6th at 

the Farr Center (sponsored by the Jr. Clio Club) from 11am-1pm. You might also catch them riding around town in 

a big red fire truck! 

There are some wonderful classic Christmas Movies that I hope to get to see again this year: “It’s a 

Wonderful Life,” “Miracle on 24th Street,” and “Yes, Virginia There is a Santa Claus.” The last one is a fictional 

film fleshing out a story around the famous editorial written by New York Sun reporter Francis P. Church, in 1897 

in answer to a letter by eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon which contains the title’s phrase. 

Here is a picture of the actual letter that Mr. Church received: 

 
 

And here is the fine answer that he penned back to her and printed in the Sun, as she had requested: 

“VIRGINIA, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. 
They do not believe except they see. They think that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their little 
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men's or children's, are little. In this great universe of ours man is a 
mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the boundless world about him, as measured by the 
intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge. 

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if 
there were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as if there were no VIRGINIAS. There would be no childlike 
faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment, except in 
sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills the world would be extinguished. 
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Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men to 
watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The 
most real things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing 
on the lawn? Of course not, but that's no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the 
wonders there are unseen and unseeable in the world. 

You may tear apart the baby's rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen 
world which not the strongest man, nor even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could 
tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, VIRGINIA, in all this world there is nothing else real and 
abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay, ten times 
ten thousand years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of childhood.” 

Yesterday, on the First Sunday in Advent, we all experienced a spiritual visit from “that jolly old elf” 

during worship as the presents from the Giving Tree were brought forward to be blessed in front of the empty 

Nativity stable. There were so many gifts! How could there not be the Spirit of Santa Claus involved in such a 

generous offering of love from our congregation to our “Christmas Family?” 

We hope you are all able to come to our Advent worship services and on Christmas Eve over the next four 

weeks as we watch the empty stable fill with life!  

Advent Blessings, 

Pastor Alison 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~`` 

 

 

Here we come a caroling!!  

Please attend our caroling party on Monday, December 15th 

at 5:30pm—We will gather at the church and go from there—

Dress for the weather & bring a flashlight. 

Bring a treat to share after caroling around the neighborhood 

in Fellowship Hall where hot drinks will await our return!  
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Community Outreach   

   

December local food pantry  

Collection item is soups. You can drop them off at the back of 

the sanctuary and we will see they get to the St. Joseph Church.  

  
  
  
 

 

Portager School Pantry  We received a very nice thank you note for our first two 

donations to the Portager Pantry for Onekama Schools’ students. They were very appreciative. 

For our next round, the school would like to replenish their supply of dry shampoo in small purse 

sizes and Personal care items, mostly for girls: Hair ties, brushes, pimple cleansing pads; Crocs 

for children sizes (10-11-1-2); Microwavable Mac & Cheese 

They do not need clothing, water bottles, tampons or pads. 

There is a collection bin at the back of the sanctuary.     
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            START MANISTEE’S SLEIGHBELL WEEKEND  

      WITH THE ANNUAL VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS CONCERT  

Presented by the Manistee Choral Society at 7 pm, Thursday, 

December 4th at the beautiful historic Manistee First Congregational Church at 412 4th 
Street. Enjoy an evening filled with classic Christmas carols and a mix of traditional and 

popular Christmas music performed by talented voices. 
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White Gift Service          

 
On the Fourth Sunday in Advent, we will be having a “White Gift Service” This is like a 

baby shower for the baby Jesus. Items will be donated to a local baby pantry. Please 
wrap your gifts in white tissue paper (or a white cloth diaper) and bring them to church 

on Sunday, December 21st.  Below is a list of appropriate items: 
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TOO MANY HOLIDAY SNACKS AND TREATS? 

Are you looking to burn a few calories and improve your health while having 

fun with a jovial bunch of people? 

If you answered “yes” to either of the above, then the twice-weekly “Stretch, 

Strength and Balance” class is for YOU! 

EXERCISE CLASSES BEGIN TUESDAY, JANUARY 13TH 

Tonya Evans’ exercise classes will return to our Fellowship Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:30 

– 4:30 pm beginning January 13th. The class will be split into two sessions as follows:                                                

“Winter” session – Jan. 13 through March 12             9 weeks (18 classes) for $80 prepaid* 

“Spring” session – March 24 through May 28     10 weeks (20 classes) for $85 prepaid**For the 

discount, please prepay by the first night of class for each session.                                                                                                                                                                   

Class Description: 

A strong core, flexibility and balance are your most important assets regardless of your fitness 

level. This class incorporates core strength training, light weight training upper and lower body 

workouts, stretching and balance practice for an overall effective yet not so strenuous workout. 

(Co-ed) 

Bring your own weights, and yoga mat or towel for floor exercises. Chair exercises are an option to 

floor exercises. 

About the instructor: Tonya Evans is a Physical Therapy Assistant at the Manistee County Medical 

Care Facility. She helps patients to follow an appropriate exercise program that will increase their 

strength, endurance, coordination, and range of motion. She has been in the business 27 years! 

Come enjoy the fun, puns, upbeat music and great camaraderie...  You know, misery loves 

company! 

  Monthly 2025 Events & Dates               
Worship – Every Sunday at 10 a.m.        

Financial Advisory Committee –will meet again on January 7th, 2026  

Ministry Council – 3rd Thursday each month, this month it will be December 18th at 7:00pm.           

Game Night will meet in the fellowship hall with potluck on Friday the 19th at 6:00pm.         

Choir Practice - Sunday afternoons 3:30 to 4:30pm.     

Bible Study – is on Saturdays in Fellowship Hall (unless otherwise announced) 10-11:30am. 
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   Our handbell choir has gathered once again. We have returning bell 

ringers that carpool and come from Manistee to join us. Our director 

this year is Carol Worch. Our Christmas performance is December 21st 

during the church service.  

 

 

 

December  
7th Steve Brooks 

14th Vickee Sawhill 

21st Lynn Jans 

28th Joy Lind 

  
  

   

In the upcoming months, if there is a Sunday that you 

could help by volunteering, it would be greatly appreciated!  

Just send me an email with the date.       
    Carol Rackow – rackey1992@gmail.com      

       

 

 

                          November Treasurer Report   
    
Income from Contributions $6,309.00      Food Pantry $70.32 Memorial gift $ 125.00  

Gladys Robina Quale Leach $345.89 final bequest gift received 

 Expenses of $9,343.42  

Line of credit loan for basement project is 

$3,154.11   

 Line of Credit loan for the parsonage shed is 

$2,979. 
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Take Note Please:   

We have three bulletin boards: one in the 

parlor, one on the landing going downstairs, 

and one in Fellowship Hall. The one in the 

Parlor is the bulletin board for our church 

events and notices only; the one on the stairs 

is for seasonal announcements by the pastor; 

and the one in the Hall is for community 

events. They are being monitored by our 

minister. We ask if you want to post 

something please ask Alison or leave it in her 

mailbox to post and she will take care of it. She will also keep all the 

boards updated.  Please do not remove anything from the boards. 

Thank you!  

  
  

 December Birthdays                 Anniversaries        

  1st George Johnston 

16th Sharon Phelps                       8th Ron & Linda Ludema 

        

 23rd Linda Griffin            16th Peter & Karen Barnes 

 

     

Steps for viewing Facebook Live -Streamed Services…           

        Be sure to like our page on Facebook “First Congregational Church of Onekama”.                      

         Find the three dots on a post.  Click or touch the dots.                      

         Scroll down and turn on notifications for this post.                  

         You will be notified when the page goes live      

Church Staff                

Pastor – Rev. Alison Andrea Young                   

Choir Director – Dan Wilson          

Moderator – Bill Sawhill     

Vice Moderator - Marcia Rogers                          

Treasurer & Secretary – Joy Lind                             

Clerk – Lynn Jans          

Pianist – Carolyn Brooks  

Choir Accompanist - Kathy Wilson  

Bell Choir Director – Carol Worch          

Sexton – Carol Rackow   
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First Congregational Church of Onekama, UCC 

Ministry Council 
November 20, 2025 

Attendance: Lynn Jans, Joy Lind, Carol Rackow, Marcia Rogers, Bill Sawhill, Vickee Sawhill, Rev. Young 
Call to Order; 7pm 
Prayer for Guidance: Rev. Young 
Amendments to the Agenda - none 
Amendments to the Minutes and Approval for October 16, 2025                        Approved                                    
Treasurer’s Report – Joy Lind 

• Reviewed all accounts 

• Annual water sample sent 

• Motion to Accept treasurer’s report  

• Moved: Marcia Rogers; 2nd: Vickee Sawhill 
Clerk’s Report – Lynn Jans 
       Annual Meeting date changed to the last Sunday in September beginning 2026 by vote at Annual Meeting 11-9-2025. 
Ministry Reports 
    Minister’s Report – Rev. Young 

• Advent planning update – Hanging of the Greens, White Gifts music planned 

• “Aging Well” task force – begins Jan.23 11a-1p; need 2 participants from our congregation 

• Thanksgiving Community dinner – 2-4 pm; some food items still needed 

• Doors and indoor lights – need to be kept on when Rev. Young is in the building. 
    Worship Committee- Carol Rackow 
       See Advent planning 
   Pastoral Care  
       Visits, cards and calls continue 
    Property Maintenance – Bill Sawhill 

• Outdoor lights - timing need adjustment; discussed use of motion sensor 

• Parsonage- front railing at parsonage fixed; old countertop to be put up in laundry; replace tiles in office; drainage 
still needs to be corrected 

• Discussed village sewer vault 

• Outlets in sanctuary still need to be fixed 
  Community Outreach – Lynn Jans 
         Christmas family gifts to be delivered Dec. 1st 
         Neighborhood Caroling – Dec. 15 (evening) 
         Next meeting Jan. 13 or 20, 2025 
     Christian Education – Rev. Young     Bible Study on Exodus continues on Sat. 10-11 am 
Music Committee- Vickee Sawhill 
         Bell choir to perform Nov. 23 at Onekama Christmas tree lighting and Dec 21 at church 
Additional Reports 
     Social Media – webpage is updated; some changes discussed  
     Secretary – newsletter articles due Nov. 25 
Old Business 
None 
New Business 
Discussion: Thrivent Loan payment plan – will begin paying $500.00 towards principle per month from checking account. 
Agreed 
Financial Advisory Committee 
No report 
Next meeting January 7, 2026 
Action Plan 
Thanksgiving and Christmas planning underway 
Other Issues/ Concerns 
Beacons of Light 
Lesley Decator for volunteering for Financial Advisory Committee and Worship Ministry 
Next meeting: December 18, 2025 at 7 pm 
Adjourned: 8:13 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Jans, Clerk                                                                                                      


