First Congregational UCC of Onekama,
4920 Spring St. PO Box 307 Onekama, MI. 49675

Church Phone 231-889-4081
e-mail appledumplingchurch@yahoo.com

Rev. Alison Andrea Young at 802-829-3211 or ajacobs.4818@gmail.com

October 2025

Pastoral Ponderings

October is a special month for me. On October 10, 1993, thirty-two years ago, I was ordained
into the Christian ministry. I still remember the joy of that day and the little impromptu dance that my
UCC colleagues and I did to celebrate at the end of the service at State Street Church in Portland,
Maine! My first call had already begun in Ortonville, Minnesota and Millbank, South Dakota and I and
the whole family flew back to Maine for the Ordination service which was held in the same sanctuary
in which a few months before, with the U-Haul literally waiting outside the door, I had undergone my
Ecclesiastical Council.

Those were heady times.

“Double-10 Day” was always special to me, even before all of this. It was a very festive day
when we lived on Taiwan in the late 50’s and early 60’s. It is the National Day of the Republic of China
(Taiwan), essentially their “4™ of July.” It commemorates the Wuchang Uprising of 1911, which led to
the fall of the Qing Dynasty and the establishment of the Republic of China. The day is marked by
LOTS of fireworks, military parades and speeches by government officials emphasizing Taiwan’s
sovereignty and resilience against external pressures, especially from the mainland.

This seemed so appropriate to me as the right day to be ordained as it also represented, in a
sense, my very own “Independence Day.” It signified the day I finally was authorized to begin to do
my life’s calling, which I knew from the time I was twelve years old and had just been able to

accomplish.

Today I feel so blessed to be ministering here among you in Northern Michigan, also a special
place for me. May your October be blessed, as I feel mine has always been!

Crisp Fall Blessings to you,
Pastor Alison




HOMECOMING SUNDAY

Dear Friends,

On October 12, 2025, we are Raving a special service at our Gitle white
church in Onekgma, First Congregational UCC on Spring Street. Our service is at
10:00 AM.

We hiave had so many people that Rave been instrumental in Keeping our
church doors open to kear the Word of God. You are one of those people.

We want to invite you to come and worship with us, and to see our recently
renovated fellowship halll A lunch will be served downstairs following the service,
where we will enjoy a meal and social time.

God's inspired word fias been preached here for 143 years. ALl the former
pastors have been invited to this celebration, where we will extend our thanks to
them and to all of you.

new people. 'We would be thrilled to hiave you join us so that we can properfy
express our thanks.

Warm regards,
Mikg and Sharon Phelps, Committee members
Regrets onfy to: mickyphelps®fotmail com

Cell # 616 298 1032
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Not meeting on October 4th

HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE

ONEKAMA
F

FAMILY FUN, FOOD, GAMES,
HAYRIDES AND MUCH MORE!

SATURDAY OCT 4, 2025
FROM 10 AM to 3 PM

stue First Congregational

Join us in the

s 5 UCC of Onekama Onekama Village Park
Fellowship Ha

Coffee and Goodies| 4920 Spring Street |
And lively discus RETh ‘L“k

WEST SHORE BANK
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Sunday church services at the Manistee Medical Care Facility have been scheduled October19th.

A small group has arranged to attend and lead the service. The visit will be confirmed with staff prior to
the service. Those attending have agreed to respect the standard protocols for entering a residential
facility. Call Pastor Alison at 802-829-3211 if you have any questions.



FALL IS HERE!

Stretch, Strength, and Balance Classes has resumed in our Newly-Renovated
Fellowship Hall Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:30 to 4:30 - Please also note that
your mat and weights will have to be brought with you each time you come—
we have no place to store them.

The 26-class session will end December 18, 2025. .

Checks may be made out to Tonya Evans. 7

Drop-ins are always welcome for $5 per class. =
Class Description: B
A strong core, flexibility and balance are your most important assets 4 'S
regardless of your fitness level. This class incorporates core strength )

training, light weight training upper and lower body workouts, stretching - ¢
and balance practice for an overall effective yet not so strenuous
workout. (Co-ed)

shutterstock.com « 170183120

Bring your own weights, and yoga mat or towel for floor exercises. Chair
exercises are available as an option to floor exercises.

About the instructor: Tonya Evans is a Physical Therapy Assistant at the Manistee County Medical Care Facility.
She helps patients to follow an appropriate exercise program that will increase their strength, endurance,
coordination, and range of motion. She has been in the business for 26 years!

Now only will you feel better, the fun, puns, good music and great camaraderie make the time fly! 2

Calendar of Events

Oct 12 — Homecoming Sunday fellowship hall dedication with a catered dinner.
Oct 19 — Manistee Medical Center service at 2:00

Oct. 25— FALL MEETING of the United Northern Association HERE from 2-5pm.
Oct. 26 — Neighbors in Need UCC 5 for 5 offering

Nov 27 — Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Nov / Dec — Christmas Family Collection



Put this date on your calender!

November 9th
Following church service.

The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to elect officers and approve the annual budget for the coming year, hear the
reports of the ministry teams and conduct other church business.

At the beginning of our church’s Constitution, it is stated that:

“Because this church believes in the priesthood of all believers, it calls each of its congregants to be ministers
in its service. To the best of their ability, every congregant is encouraged to serve in one of the church’s
ministries and/or activities.”

In preparation for this year’s Annual Meeting on November 9'", the Ministry Council invites all members to
prayerfully consider serving in one of the positions of leadership in the church.

All officers, except the Moderator, have voting privileges at Ministry Council and congregational meetings. (The
Moderator will have a vote in the event of a tie.)

The responsibilities of the Officers are described below:

Moderator The Moderator shall preside at the annual meetings, special meetings, and Ministry Council
meetings. Working closely with the Pastor, the Moderator shall coordinate the work of the Ministry Council
and the standing ministries of the church.

Vice-Moderator_The Vice-Moderator shall preside at all meetings in which the Moderator is absent. The
Vice-Moderator shall be a member of the Pastoral Support Group. Should the moderator resign, the Vice-
Moderator shall assume the responsibilities of the Moderator.

Clerk* The Clerk shall attend all business meetings and shall record and file all the minutes of the same,
record all changes in church membership, baptisms, marriages, and deaths; issue letters of transfer as
authorized; be responsible for giving proper notice of the annual and special meetings, conducting official
correspondence, and maintaining these records and files of the church. The Clerk shall be a member of the
Ministry Council and serve as its secretary.

*Lynn Jans, our current Clerk, is open to having someone take over this position.

Treasurer (This description of responsibilities is available to those who have experience and interest in this
paid position. However, our current Treasurer, Joy Lind, is happy to continue in the job.)

Please contact any member of the Ministry Council if you would like more information about one of the
positions, or would like to be nominated for a position.

If you are simply interested in sharing your gifts and skills to identify needs, potential problems, and work with
others to solve them to improve the church, please attend a Ministry Council meeting. Many voices broaden the
discussions and strengthen the decisions.



October local food pantry Collection item is Peanut
butter. You can drop it off at the back of the sanctuary and we will see it gets to the St.
Joseph Church. -

Check out our entry created
by Lesley & Drake DeCator

“Come with me, , ”
Mark 1:17

We have here only 5 loaves and
2 Fish.”
Matthew 14:17

Monthly 2025 Events & Dates

Worship - Every Sunday at 10 a.m.
Financial Advisory Committee -October 1t at 2:30pm at the church.

Ministry Council - 3@ Thursday each month, this month it will be October 16 at 7:00pm.
Outreach Ministry - Tuesday, October 14 at 1:00pm in the Conversation Corner of fellowship hall.
Game Night will meet in the fellowship hall with potluck on Friday the 17 at 6:00pm.

Music & Worship Ministry - To plan ADVENT Sunday, November 16" after worship.

Choir Practice - Sunday afternoons 3:30 to 4:30pm.

Bible Study - Begins again on Saturday October 11%in Fellowship Hall 10-11:30am.
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' COMEAND JOIN Us AT OUR
3 u “Spook-tacu.lar” Halloween Parfy

~“Open'to EVERYONE.
_Octoher 3 2025. :

From 5-1 pm -

2 2 et akng .
The First Co‘ngregational Cilurch
4920 Spring Street — Onekama
Free Supper to get you ready for

Tnck-or-treanng around the village!

_“Hot-dogs, ¢hips, and cookies
cider and lemonade :

.’ \.

!} T 'I'reat Tables, Pree Tnck-or-Trea ¥ 3,
T Gamesandmore"-. )

==g 5 StartyourHalIoweenadve
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Fall Association Meetin

DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER. 25, .2025......
. 25 PM :

At the First Congregational UCC
of Onekama.: 4920 Spring Street
(Corner of Zosel & Spring) '

CONTACT PERSON: 802-829-3211
ALISON YOUNG, REGISTRAR




NEW CHURCH WEBSITE

Website is up and

We -,E DesiGr ‘
F—!— = running!! QR Code
|} === ‘ for electronic

- vl giving

CHECK IT

Go to http://www.onekamaucc.org/

~Newsletters and News Articles

~Online Donation Button

~UCC Devotional (An especially good one by Donna Schaper on August 24t called

“"Tend, Feed, and Weed"” about gardens and gardening that you might want to
check out.

~Details about our church leadership and history

September
C {{ \(O 5t Steve Brooks
oriee \ /X 12t Catered Dinner celebrating the fellowship hall
Conversation Completion and consecration.
19th Carol Rackow
. 26" Shelly Lyman

D

In the upcoming months, if there is a Sunday that you could help
by volunteering, it would be greatly appreciated!

Just send me an email with the date.
Carol Rackow — rackey1992@gmail.com



http://www.onekamaucc.org/
http://www.onekamaucc.org/
http://www.onekamaucc.org/
http://www.onekamaucc.org/

Community Outreach

Portager Pantry

‘A new Community Outreach opportunity has opened for us. Onekama Schools have revitalized and
expanded their student pantry, and it is now available to all students. It is partially stocked but here are
the items currently needed. Please take them to church and we will take them to the school.
Elementary school - backpacks for boys; pants sizes 5T — 10; boys underwear sizes 5,6,7.

Middle -High school — hair ties; dry shampoo; deodorant (Old Spice is a favorite).

All school — snacks and stainless-steel water bottles. The list will expand as the school year gets
underway.

September Treasurer Report

Income from Contributions $11,331.00
Food Pantry $25.00 Shed Payment and shed interest $1,200.00

Memorial gift $175.00 Miscellaneous income was $100.00 from Kaleva Community
Center rental deposit returned.

Expenses of $13,418.88 were normal operating expenses, also including the $1,000.00
shed loan payment and the Elevator yearly maintenance contract off $1,576.28 & seal
coating the church parking lot for $2,500.00

Line of Credit loan for the basement project is $3,500.00

Line of credit loan for the parsonage shed is $2,979.59

Thank you to Mike Phelps for lining up Brian’s Seal Coating and negotiating a
great price.

8

Let us all help celebrate Kathy Kiefer’s 90t" birthday by
sending her cards this week. Her husband Bob is in
Paul Oliver rehab with a broken hip. I am sure she
could use some cheering up! Here is her address:

Kathy Kiefer
5521 Nelson St.
Arcadia, MI 49613



RS A% October Birthdays Anniversaries
g

5% Faye Hadaway 7" Phillip & Kathleen Smogoleski
8t Mike Phelps 13" Tom & Betsy Jasperse
9" Elnora Jacobs 14" Bill & Vickee Sawhill

11*" Kathy Kiefer
13" Mike Lyman
29" Kelly Robinson

Steps for viewing Facebook Live -Streamed Services...
Be sure to like our page on Facebook “First Congregational Church of Onekama”.

Find the three dots on a post. Click or touch the dots.

Scroll down and turn on natifications for this post.

You will be notified when the page goes live

Church Staff

Pastor — Rev. Alison Andrea Young
Choir Director — Dan Wilson
Moderator - Bill Sawhill

Vice Moderator - Marcia Rogers
Treasurer & Secretary - Joy Lind
Clerk - Lynn Jans

Pianist — Carolyn Brooks

Choir Accompanist - Kathy Wilson
Bell Choir Director — Carol Worch
Sexton - Carol Rackow



